McHenry County

Historic Preservation Commission

1994
Reports
Memos, and

Attachments



DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AWD DEVELOPMENT

McHENRY COUNTY GOVERMMEMT CENTER - ANMNEX BUILDING A
2200 pNORTH SEMIMARY AVENUE
WOODSTOCK, IL 800eb
B815/334-4500 F-"\Hld B15/337-3T20

McHENRY COUNTY HISTDRIC.PRESERVATION COMMISSION

MEETING DATES FOR 1994

January 11, 1994
February 8, 1994
March 8, 1994
April 12, 1994
May 11, 1994
June 14, 1994
July 12, 1994
August 9, 1994
September 13, 1994
October 11, 1994
November 15, 1994

December 13, 1994



Mo Henmry County Historic Preservation Domoiselon

Tex ALl Commission Members

From: Fick Me Grath (’IZ/bK

Dater O1/ET /D

Suby jacty Naticmal Mistoric Mreservation Week/Auwards
Night.

Oh Well.

The wsnuw and ice stors shat Wws oot from mesting earlier this
waek, but I hate to lase any time on Chis.

What I wouwld libke to do is at owr next regularly scheduled
meeting ot Fel 86h, (I hope all can attenrnd) ig ewpedite our
regular agendsa and foous bhie bullk of daur Sime firming wag ouy
plang for the dAwards MNight.

1 woekld agl that we all come prepaved to contribute our
ideay and suggestions o how we want to construct thig.

B Tar, we have oanly spokzmn io general teraos and nothing has
Bepern fivmed wpe. Thers s no Tramework and now is Ghe timeg
Tor idmas., Weo can make this as grand o eotdest as we have
Lime, wnevgy and vesources for.

A couple things ars firm Ghouph.

Natiomal Historie Freservation Wesk runs from Mounday May 9th
to Sunday the 10th. It is sponeored by the Natiomnal Trust
for Histeric Precervation. Thisg glves ug 194 weelks and thres
vegular Commiseion meetings {at the time of thie weiting?
fovy planming amd implementation. This s plandy of Lime, but
we need o make good wee of this time.

I want this project to be & reflection of all our ldeas and
gnergies. Te "prime the pump”, I will throw out some ideas
and things that I've geern other grodps do. We dont need $o
uge bhess ideas, bub it might generate more ideas or
adaptationg,.

1y Try to get all related groups in the county to sponaor
some event or hold an open meeting during the weelk with
the Awards night capping it of f at weehks end.

2y Try te see {f some group will sponspr an historic towr
af some wsorlb.  This is always & good draw for the
general public and could be used as an opener ta bhe
waek .
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the awards night:
Have mach related svganizabion make o presgntaticn of
what they have been doing (slides are alwaysg good),
If time allows, presentations could includes
™ Beal estate developer sxperienced in hish. e,
= Lost Mo Henry" slide show
"Why Histaric Praeservation/What's in it fer met®
= Cownty higtoric survey slide show
“  Architectural history/development/I.D.
- The X) Most BEndarngered Places/8Sites
I have seen awards bDrolken down intas

¥ with alides #k*

- Best Recovation, Private Residence - Vietorian
and earlier.

Best Fenoevation, Private Fesi{idence - Post
Victaorian.

= Best Renovation, Retail/Office/Conmercial.
~  Bent Adaptive Reuse.

~  Best addition.

= Best Infill New Congtruction.

|
- Hmnmrabl% mentiong, SBignificant achievements by
individuals and/er groups.

I we can get a jump o this and get pictures of
nomineas inte the papers we could generate additional
dnterast and parhaps some public input.,

The participating, related organizations may want to
take advantage of this opportunity te acknowledos or
pregent their own awards.

I hope this is & help. See you oo the fth.




GREENWCOD SCHOOL: MIDDLE DISTRICT #4,1859-1949
OWNER AND NOMINATOR, CLARA M. VOGEL

"Initial Report and Recommendation"

Perhaps the only old significantly preserved structure in
Greenwood, this old schoecl, the =2ducator of at least three
generations of Greenwood Township young people, is eminently
qualified for Landmark status.

It was built by subscriptionin 1859 under the supervision of Dr.
William Hart, Clerk of the Board of Directors. The carpentry
work, like the interior wainscoting that still remains inside,
was done by Cummins and Lemmers.

This yellow, Milwaukee brick, Greek Revival style school building
can be shown to meet seven of the fourteen possible criteria
found in the ordinance. Since only "one or more" of them are
required, Greenwood School easily meets the criteria test.

Its front facade and its' north and south sides are all
gsymmetrical in design. The gabled roof is relatively low-
pitched, and the return cornices at the gable ends are all
characteristically Greek Revival in form.

The only obvious changes to the extericr are the tasteful,
unobtrusive, frame addition at the east end of the structure, and
the single front door that replaced the old, wooden, double
doors. These old doors may be seen hanging on a basement wall.

Inside, the o0ld rubble basement walls were sturdily re-enforced
with concrete, leaving the exterior of the foundation as it was.
This was done after the Vogels' bought and occupied the scheol in
1950.

It is a two storied building with accommodations for one
classroom on each floor. From 1917-1920 the upper floor was used
for a high school, and when the Methodist Church across the way
burned in 1941, the building was also used for church gervices.

For these reasons this Commisgsion unanimously recommends this
building for Landmark status.

Al Xramka, Chairman
Survey Subcommittee
February 2, 1994
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1. To Thine Oun Style Be True

This is one of the fundamental precepts of
“period” renovation/restoration. It refers
to 2 home's architectural style. While many
" homes are clearly a specific, identifiable
architectural style, many more are not.
These homes may be more transitional in
wure, incorporating the basic form of an
carlier style with decorative elements of an
emerging popular trend or visa versa. Ora
home may originally be morc of a collecton
of stylistic influences such as a “Greek
Revival™ inspired entry way along with
“Colonial Revivaj” palladian windows, and
“Shingle style™ exterior treatment, or it
may be a more basic local “vernacular”.

In any case, when considering renovations
or remodelings consider the architectural
style that identifies your home.

Granted, ncbody wants ta live in a muse-
um. We all want to incorporate the modern
conveniences and cfficiencies into any ren-
ovation effort. This does not however, have
to be at the expense of maintaining the
stylistic architectural integrity of a home.

Most “Remuddelings” are the result of
attempting to turn a house into something
that it is not. Trying to make a Post-
Victorian Bungalow into 2 Queen Ann by
applying “gingerbread” or an Iralianare into
some form of contemporary by removing the

nament and applying chrome and glass.

1t you need more room {the small rooms of
~older homes can pose a challenge to con-
temporary life styles), consider building off
of the back before enclosing the front porch

continued on back pagr

The
Love of
Porches

B o8 %X¢>:<¢%}'§j' h
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Probably the most idencifiable features of “old houses™ are the front porches. The whole concept con-
jures feclings of nostalgia and romance. Perhaps sccond only to a fireplace it is one of those features most
sought after and treasured in an older home.

Given their exposure to the elements though, over the years they often experience greater deterioration.
Often to the point of their being removed, enclosed, or left to nature’s effects.
What to do?

We arc fortunate enough to have within our ranks, Gene Racette. A contractor for many years who has -
researched and reconstructed an authentic reproduction of the porch that originally graced the front
of Fran and his home in Richmond, How'd he do it? Come find out.

Ifyou have porch problems or experience, join us, We'll cndcavor to help each other out, Dress for the
weather. We'll be outside,

Thursday March 17th, 7:30-9:00pM
5705 George, Richmond

OPEN HOUSE

for March
is being hosted by
Shelly & john Trost
Thursday March 3rd 7:30-9:00 PM

i

One of the finest examples of the Shingle Style in the county, but mare importantly, come
share good company. See you there! |

i
|
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or putting up a shed dormer. Both of these fixes
may be cheaper near term but they significandy
alter the basic integrity of the primary facade.
This could be a liability later on . Whether a
homeowner is “into “ period renovation or later
not, chances are that they are “into” protect-
ing and enhancing their property values, There
are smart reasons to make sensitive improve-
ments to old homes and not compromise their
basic intcgrity.

Play to your strength . Accentuate whar makes
your home unique. Find out what style home
you have or it’s dominant influences. There are
resources at the library and the historical soci-
ety that will help you identify the rype of
home you have. !

Every day there are more products and services
directed towards sensitive renovation efforts,
It’s just a matter of knowing where to look and

knowing what your options are.—~Rick &

- = -Withy &aa Little help Trroxxn

ik

Have you enjoyed the programs brought to you by the Old House Support Group? Would you like
to help out but not exactly sure how? The following is 2 break down on a number of things we would
appreciate someone taking the ball on. Or, perhaps you have a talent or idea that you would like to

my friends ... ﬁ91

run with, Greatd We'll ealk, No big woop.

~ Individual program meeting coordinators. (we could use scveral)

~ Newsleter Editor

— Newsletter Contributor (s)

— Open House Meetings Coordinacor

- Old House Directory Project Leader

- Spedal Events Program Coordinator. ie. coor-
dinating trips to actend histofic district and/or
house walks or other events.

If you've an interest we'll be gerting together ar 7:00,

a_half hour prior to the start of our regularly

scheduled Program meeting on March 17th. We

will discuss the pardeculars, Hope you can make it

or call 815/455-1096.

National Historic Preservation Week

Now here’s big news! National Historic Preservation Week runs from Monday May 9th to Sunday
the 15th. The county Historic Preservation Commission will be sponsoring an Awards night. They
will recognize property owners, both residential and commerdal, for excellence in historically sensi-
tive renovation/restoration efforts. There will be several classifications and they'll be looking for nom-
inadons and your support. Nominations would include:

- Best Renovation/Restoration, Residental, Victorian and earlier
- Best Renovation/Restoration ,Residendal, Post Victorian

— Best Renovation/Restoration, Retail/ Office/ Commercial

— Best Adaptive Reuse

. Best Historically Sensitive Addition

There will be other caregories and other events planned. More info’ will follow. If you would like to
make a nomination call 815/334-4560, Ask for Linda Spates and specify the category (You can nom-
inate yourself —we won't tell anybody),

McHenry County Old-House Support Group
¢/o County Historic Preservation Commission
2200 N, Seminary Ave,

Woodstock, IL 60098

PRESORTED
HEST £Lass

Rick McGrath, Editer

Jed Wiag, Art Direction

Shelly Trost, Public Refations

McHenry County Old House Suppore Group pewslerer is
issued monthly by the McHenry County Historic
Preservacion Commission

clo McHenry County Depu of Planning & Development
2200 N. Seminary Ave. :
Woadstock, IL S0098

315/ 134-4560

B15/139-3720 fax

Open House A
Rio S ICCeSsS

As you know, along with the regular Program meet-
ings on the third Thursday of cach month, this
season we initiated Open house meetings on the
First Thursday of cach month. We've had threc
so far and each one has been such a good time.
The Obertubbesings, Racertes” and Piper’s have
been wonderful hosts and great people to get to
know. If you've ever attended a historic house
or districr walk you've no doubt enjoyed the beau-
tiful homes. But have you ever thoughe—I
would love o mect these people or, [ wish | knew
how they did that. This is you chance! But the
homes are enly a part of ic. People who love golf
enjoy the company of other golfers, what do they
talk about? Golf. Or perhaps they don't, but it
provides a commonality for other things. Do you
enjoy old houses? Come meet some new friends.
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“A Strong Commitment to the Preservation of our Historical Roots
Allows us to Enjoy the Present and Build for the Future”

n‘ g
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McHENRY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
and
McHENRY COUNTY COLLEGE
present

HISTORIC PRESERVATION IN THE REAL WORLD

*What are the economic benefits of preservation?
*How do you balance new development with the charm of the older community?

*How can municipal ordinances be effected?
*Can downtown areas be revitalized?

with and
MIKE JACKSON NANCY WAGNER
Chief Architect Landmarks Preservation
IHinois Historic Preservation Agency Council of lllinois
Springfield, lllinois Chicago, Hinois

January 20, 1994
7:30 P.M.
M.C.C. Conference Center

No charge for admission. For reservations, call Molly Walsh 815/455-3700
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Open House
for January
is being hosted by

Fran & Gene Racette
January 6* 7:30-9:00

T4 [ 1

SR

T T

Attendance Is limited — Piease RSVP

AR

P Lk

So come on up and join us in Richmond. No program planned—, just a
time to get better aquainted. Hope you can make itf

ERAsTyo

Sponsored by McHenry County Historic Preservation Committee and Mcllenry County Old House Support Group

oTri-Te
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To the first Open House of the season for the
McHenry County Old House Support Group
‘Hosted by:

THE OBERTUBESINGS

7:30-9:00 P.M, THURSDAY
DECEMBER 16™

(ON YOUR WAY, COME THROUGH THE SQUARE—IT'S BEAUTIFUL)

ATTENDANCE 1S LIMITED, PLEASE R.S.V.P. BY DECEMBER 14™ 815/455-1096




NCHENRY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION
AND RELATED ORGANIZATIONS

Algonguin Historic Presarvation Commissicn

2 8, Main 3., Algonquin IL 60102

Contact: Hr. Jeff Jolifz 708/688-9182

Meebing: 3:00 AN, Third Saturday svery acnth
City Governsent Suilding, Aanex Trailer

Colonal Falaar House
Rt 176 % Terca Dotda Road, Orystal Lake 60014
Contact: Ms. Bebty Wexelburgq  813/433-084%
Meeting: AM, Last Wednesiay every month

£all for Sime and locabion

Crystal Lake Historic Preservation Study Compiitee
84 North Walkup Ave, Crystal Lake, &0014
Contact: Hugh & Virginia Englesan 813/433-3483

Osia Mansion Preservation Sociaty
401 Country Clun Road, Crystal Lake IL 60014
Contacts  Gary & Sue Rieglier  315/45%-1822

Envirensantal Enhancapant Coamitted
Contact: Mr. Dave Danielson 315/338-4300
Masting: Fowrih Monday every aonth

City Governaent Building, call for (ise

Graater Harvard Arma Historical Socimty

308 North Hart BIvd. Harvard

P,0, Bax 305, Harvard IL 80033

Pontact: Ms. Marguerite Johnston 813/343-431%

Historic Sites Coamittes

c/o Mo Heary County Historical Society

2,0, Gax 434, Uaion, IL 60130

Contact: Ms. Grace Moline  3153/477-8836 ‘

Weeting: First Hednesday every aonth, Spring - Fall
7:30 P4, Call for lecation

WeHenry County Historic Preservation Cossission
t/o NcHeary County Dept. Flanning & Developaent
2200 N, Sesinary Ave., Woodstock Il 60033
Contact: Mr. Rick McGrath  813/455-1096
Meeting: 7:20 P, second Tuesday avery month
County Govarnaent Canter, Annex Bldg.

Mc Henry Sounty Historical Sociefy

p.0, Box 434, Unjon [L 50130

Contact: Ms., Nancy Fike  815/923-2267

Meeting:  7:30 PM, Fourth Honday every aonth
At the auseua in Unicn




NcHenry County Old House Support Group

c/o HeHeary County Dept. of Planning & Developent

2200 N. Seainary Ave., Woodstock IL 80078

Contact: As. Sheliy Trost 815/363-8287

Meeting:  7:30 PM, ihird Thursday every aonth
Call for location.

Hc Henry Landmark Coamission (City of)

323 8. Green Si., Hcdenry I 600S0

Contact: Ar. Carl Fredricksen 813/383-2100

Meeting: 7:30 PM, First Tuesday every aenth
City Governoent Building

Memorial Hall Stearing Compittee
10308 Main Street, Richmond [L 60071
Contact: Ms. Chris Galagher  B1i3/675-6324

Quasters
34 South Halkup, Crystal Lake, &0014
Contact: Ms. Hary Thennes

I1linois Historic Praservation Agency
0ld State fapitel, Springiiald IL 62701
Gontact:  Freservation Services 217/785-1133

Richmond Architectural Commission
5830 Hunter Br., P.0. Box 506, Richsond IL 60071
Cantact; Ns. Irene Boore &578-6321

Sticknay House Restoration Comsitiee
Cherry Hill Road, Bull VYalley

1/4 Mile north af Lrystal Springs Rd.
Contact: Mr. Ders Anderson 813/433-1337

Woodstock Opera House Community Center Inc.

Woodstock Qpera House, Weodstock IL 60098

B13/328-5300

Contact: Ns. Sherry Anderson 815/338-3094

Mesting: Quarteriy, Last Wednesday; Jan., April, July and
Oct.

Cary (7
Fox Rivar Grove { 7 )
Huntly (7

Harengo (7



Thank You!

We would like to thank alli who were able to atlhend and
cparticipate in our second aniuwal MoHenry County Historic
freservation Conference during Mational Historic
Freservaticon Wesk.

The addition to this years program of the presentation of
awards was very successful. The calibryes of nominations was
impressive and we look forward to the growth and popularity
mf this aspect of the conference.

We alsz look forward to your continued participation and of
those groups throughout the county invalved in Historic
Preservation and relalted efforts.

We hopes that you will keep the second week in May 9357,
National Historic Freservation Week, and the Batuwrday of
that week open for nexlt yesars conference.

Additicnally, we have enclosed a copy of contact information
af those groups across the county. Our hope is that the
continued exchange of ideas and resources can can be a
resocurce to all of us. If there are any correcticans or
additions please let us know.

Sinceraly;

John Dalbtan Gloria Maclk.
Jobhn Jurewicz Rick Mo Grath
Al KEramka Nanzy Welch

The McHenry County Historic Freservation Zommissiaon




Illinois Historic
——=" Preservation Agency

L

Old State Capitol * Springfield, Illinois 62701 * (217) 782-4836

July 18, 1994

James M. Hogue

Department of Planning and Development
McHenry County Government Center
Annex Building A

2200 North Seminary Avenue

Woodstock, IL 60098

Dear Mr. Hogue,

Thank you for sending McHenry County's Annual Report for fiscal
year 1993. Since McHenry County has been a CLG for less than a
year, I was not going to request a copy of the county's annual
report until next year! Since you submitted the report, I would
like to make the following suggestions:

1) Send the commission's attendance records at the meetings

2) Indicate attendance at an educational/informational
meeting

3) Indicate if any National Register properties in McHenry
County are in jeopardy of being demolished (monitoring).
In these instances, we ask that you call us - there may
be someting we can do.

4) Indicate if any properties have been placed on the
National Register

5) Send an updated commission list ~ send resumes for new
commissioners

In order to assist you, I have enclosed a copy ©of the annual
report format. I am also giving you the following options - you
can send me the requested material, or you can wait until next
yvear! If you choose the second option, you will not have to re-
submit the information that you have already sent. You can just
indicate that the information is already on file at our office.

I am impressed with the work that you and the commission have
done so far.

Printed on Recycled Paper




Illinois Historic
—==="- Preservation Agency

L Old State Capitol » Springfield, Illinois 62701 * (217) 782-4836

James M. Hogue
July 18, 1994
page 2

If there is anything thét I can do for you, or if you have any
questions, please feel free to contact me at 217/785-5730. I
would be happy to assist you.

Sincerely,

Amy Slocombe
Local Government Services
Manager

Primted on Recycled Paper




~ Illinois Historic

~——=—=- Preservation Agency

M Old State Capitol = Springlicid, lllinois 62701 = (217) 752-4836
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FORMAT FOR ANNUAL REPORT - CERTIFIED LOCAL GOVERNMENT

CASES REVIEWED: Indicate the number of Certificates of Appropriateness, and

Certificates of Economic Hardship, were reviewed by the Commission and the
status of those reviews. .

DESIGNATIONS: Provide a 1ist of all landmarks and/or historic districts that

were desianated during the last fiscal year. Attach documentation for each
designation. Provide a summary of properties considered but rejected or
appealed. Indicate if any designations are pending.

SURVEY: Describe the progress of local survey efforts. Indicate the numbers of
properties added to the survey inventory, and distinguish between intensive
Jevel survey (documentary research) and windshield survey (photo and address).

NATIONAL REGISTER: For each National Register nomination considered by the
Commission, provide the dates of any public hearings, describe how public
input was solicited, and indicate when the CLG comments were forwarded to
the SHPO. Indicate if any nominations are pending review.

. MONITERING: Describe any efforts made toward monitaring proposed or actual

alterations/demoiitions to National Register and l1linois Register properties.

. ACTIVITIES: Provide a summary of the principal activities,acomplishments of the

Cormission during the last fiscal year. A copy of the Commissions annual
report to the local government may be substituted.

Include the Tollowing ATTACHMENTS, as appropriate:

A. Resumes for new commission members, and a8 revised list oi commission
members ‘

B. Documentation that the Commission was represented at at Jeast one
inTormational ‘or educational meeting pertaining to the work and
functions of the Commission or to historic preservation

. Attendence records for commission meetings
Copies of any Commission sponsored publications
Documentation for each new designation {see #2 above)

Copy of the Commission’s annual report to the local government
(s2e #6 above)

M m QO O




Fund: 0001 Department: 2260 Historic Pres:

Agency:

Financial Summary Staff Summary
Expensa Revenue Full ime  Part Time
FY 92 Actual 0 0
FY 93 Budget $2,120.00 N/A
FY 93 Estimate $660.00 N/A
FY 94 Request $2,720.00  N/A
FY 94 Recommended : -
Total Support costs: {As Listed Below)
FICA: Central Services:
IMRF: . indirect Costs: .
H/L/D: Not Transportation:  /PPlicable
Liab Ins:

Department Purpose

To execute the duties and obligations outlined in the McHepry County
Historic Preservation Ordinance and obligations under the Certified
Local Government agreement including: Holding Public Hearings on
potential landmarks or historic districts, making recommendations to
the County Board on historic properties, conduct shrveys of historic

properties and inform and educate citizens concerninag the historic,
archaeological, architectural or scenic heritage of the Countyv.

Significant Changes — FY 93 to FY 94

Publications $100.00
Memberships/Conferences/Seminars $250.00

*Note: Reviewed by Chairman - not approved by full Commission
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McHENRY COUNTY EXPENSE WORKSHEET FY 1994 -85
BCHEDULE EXP-101

2200 HISTORIC PREBERVATION PAQGE | OF 1
ACQOUNT CODE DEPARTMENT

$100.00 $250.00
FZou.ou

4085 1PRINTING

4005 Assoc.Dues,tonft. U 0 0

',SEaFF Training .
* Printing fee was split as grant money may be available through CLG program -~ Create line 4085

om0 ADVERTIEING 250 o] $110.00 $250.00

$250.00 requested for legal notice for 5 landmarkings per year ($50.00/notice)

POSTAGE

# Reduction in postage budget to allow for publications (new lineitem 5210)

5000 | PHOTOGRAPHY 120 0 Q $120.00

soro] supLES B - 100 «| $400.00 | $1000.00 | ]

5210 Publications 0 0 0 $100.00
gar @ %$200.00 Eac

$1000.00 requested to purchase landmark plagues (5 per
.” .h"-

Round to neares! dollar.

»
a

24-Jun~04
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Hlinois Historic
e Preservation Agency

8R4

QI Sware Capitol » Spongfield, Minis 62701 » (217} 782-4836

B

MEMORANDUM
TO: CIA38
FROM: AMY SLOCOMEE (32

RE: CLG WORKSHOP 1994
DATE: AUGUST 16, 1994

Hello again! 1 thought T would g;tve ewryone an m)ds.m o St CLG workshop this fall. We
are plaaning ® bold the workshop in Springfisld at the Linoch Plave on October 22, 1994,

1 will send you &ll 2 registration form and a more detuiled agenda in September. Tor the fiest
helf of the wotkshop, we ere plalmmcr to have a panel disnmmn with aldermen from Moline
and Evanston on presmvaﬁmn from a political point of wiew. The second half of the
workshop will be 10 minute presentation o the following CLGs: :

1) Aurora « deferred loan proprem sid reeonvémion program
2) Carbondule - Woodlewn Cemetery design gnidelines/ Fomder's Day
3) Chicago - desiguation program/ ranking system
4) Decatur ~ pregervation commission budget
3} Elsah - preservation Issues within smaller commmanities
6) Nommal - grant program
7} Oand Park - new developmat & preservaticn balance
8) Paoria - volhumteer smrvey efforis
. 9) Quiney » local landmarks e
- 10) Rock Tshmd - Rock Tsland Pmﬂrvaugn Swew (tooaT pmm‘vauon advmacy
- group) -
11) West Chicago - local preservation - downtown issnes

For those of you who agreed to talk - don't pamic if you decide to twlk about something other
than what I have listed! Just let me keow sometime m Septamber of any changes that you
have. 1 elso nead to know If you need any oguipment for your presenmtion (slide projeotor,
screen, ete.) I you heve hand-ouis and want mie 1 make coples, no problem. If T maissed
anyone, or if anyone has a change of heart - call 217/7858750). Otherwise, this workshop
is looking wretty good!
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OLD-HOUSE SUPPORT GROLP

e MdHerry Coanty Os Fowre Suptont Graups
€ an aadoctation of “OK Fawte” owitens roupli-
out e county whs are puniaiey £le same offee-
fiuee of vealondeg et Aaeed,

Often we "Ofd Fawce’ ocuens fave balerests.
frafects, proflemd on concerns that wre pecalian o
an ofder home.  ‘Fevdusg the beformation and re~
daanced, of we cfnsse fo da & swndebucs, ta (e
Enodedadonal faleat TAal co expevicaced i qust dea-
ddle o fevisd wsrk, B offen diffceats ta find.
Hell, many Chnes the ot Kedle comrd. frone thade
anfe ave doeg the dasme Ik of Hhbend, ot lave &
tte gasd,

We weet an o moutily Eaeis aud frovids fraguame
of demenatnatiovs, wordalass, awl comieans lead
by both profossimale and exporionced mevibers &
Hell thade bmuolocd. bt ponisdd vempealing qisllor
nraivtonanse of fesr ofder Progerdies.

Pleace coutact the (Coumnitsion for

atore lufounalion and sfecific smeeting
dated, Pimed awd flaces.

MCHENRY COUNTY
HISTORIC
PRESERVATION
COMMISSION MEMBERS

As defired by the County Preseryation
Ordinance, thare arz nine commissiog
members who are appeinted by the
McHenry County Board for terms of
five years cacll. Individual eommission
membars can be contacted through the
staff liaison at {he

MCHENRY COUNTY DEMARTMENT
Of PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

2200 NORTH SERINARY
WOODSTOCK, 1L 60098

{815} 3342040

McHenry
County

Historic
Preservation
Commission




How we started . . .
and where we are Today

ZoES

B

In 1834, Sam, Gillian and his family crossed (ha
3 Fox River and became the first settlers in McHen_ry
2 County. Since this time, many more pioucers
& followed, including sames such as Walkup,
‘! Dufield, Hartman, Gibsou and McClure, They
U} were drawn to the county by iis fertile soils,
* transportation and heauly. As time propressed, (he
county developad a healthy ecenomy supporied by
dairy farms, mills, resorts, railreads, apricultoral
production amd much more.

FF.I
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Today, MeHenry County s one of the Fstest
growing counties m the state. The population is
expected 1o regeh 235000 by the year 2000,
Algonguin has already dovbled its population in
Lhe last ten years.  Lake-in-the-Hills iy aclively
annexing thousands of acres of Tand n the
southeastern postion of the coungy. Crystal Lake
also prows with their agpressive developoetit
policies.  While this prowth iy cousiderad healibhy
for the arsw}’s ecouomy, if it Is vimanaged, (he
character of the county that drmws new modern
settlers will b buried under new buildings.

M.

The MeHenry County Board Historic Preservation
: Commission was cslablished in Noveimber of 1991
in concurrenc: with e enactent of the McHeory
County Historic Preservation Ordinance by the
ficHenry Couniy Board,

KEN-P [N

ﬁ The hcHenry Counly Beard and the McHenry
o County Hisloric Preservation Commission are
™ sensitive to the potentisl disappearance of the

r colmty's cultore and Baindmarks. 7AC Greissie?

Lt

THE CITILENS of- Wcﬁwfwl W 4>
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vation of Landmarks

Oue of the objactives of the Preservation
Ordinance s the preservation of
landnrrks. The Commission will
endeavor to recamimnend suitable sifes,
siriciures, landscapes, vistas or districts
whicly possess archilectural . historie,
culturat, or walural signifizance for
Landmark designation. Landmark states
will be desigmuted by the McHenry
County Board upon the recommendstion
of the tistaric Preservation Comnission

Historic  sites wrthin unincorperated
McHenty County  aee  eligible  for
landmak: statns providing they meet the
specilfic criteria as defined in the
Preszrvation Ordipance. Sites which are
locaded within incerporated boundaries
of a village or city are under the
jurisdietion of any local prescevation
ordinances, if any,

Axy group, individual er asseciation may
nominadte a strecture, building, site,
{andscape. vista, cemetety or district
which  may have significance  for
landrark designation

Contact the Comuuission for more
information ov the application process.

Landmark Criteria:

{NOTE: Plogse refler {0 the hicHenry
County Prescrvation  Ordinance  for
colplete criteria defindlion. )

#+ It has value which is part of the
beritage or cultural chargeleristics of
Metlenry County

*  Its location is the site of 2 sipnificant
event

¢ It is identified with & person who
significant!y contribuled to the area

+ It embaxlies distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural
siyle

+ [t is identified with the work of a
master builder

+ It embodies  elements of
architecturally significant detailing
andd craftsmanship

+ {Lis architectorally innovative

* |t is an ostublished visual feaiire

+  [tis aunigue cxample of a utilitarian
structire with excellent integrity

+ It iz suitable for restoration

# Tt has archaselogical significancs

=
ot

GTal F.4

-
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Title 2000000000000
Phone #'s 3000000000000

2200 Horth Semiary - Woodstock, I 60098

MCHENRY COUNTY
HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSSION
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Mcllenry County Historic Pregorvation Commission
2200 North Sominery, Woodstock, Ilinois 60098




DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

McHENRY COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER - ANNEX BUILDING A
2200 NORTH SEMINARY AVENUE
WOQDSTOCK, IL 60098

815/334-4560
ZONING FAX# 815/337-3720 MAPPING
PLANNING PERMITTING
ENGINEERING DRAFTING/GRAPHICS
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FLOOD/SOILS ANALYSIS

MEMORANDUM
Members McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission
James M. Hogue, Staff Liaison
November 7, 1994

Correction to the 11/15/94 Agenda

Please be advised that the agenda for the Commission meeting of November 15, 1994
contains an error. The agenda states that a Public Hearing on the Spring Shire Farm will
be held at 6:00 P.M. with the regular meeting to follow. This is not correct.

In the past we have held the regular meeting of the Commission first. The Public Hearing
then follows the regular meeting.

As such, the Agenda should read:

6:30 Regular Meeting |

7:30 Public Hearing

A corrected copy of the agenda is attached for your convenience. I apologize for any

confusion this error may have caused. Should you have any questions or concerns, feel
free to contact me at 334-4560.




The section of land now called "SpringShire Inn" was once part of
a purchase by William Ormsby from Isacc Torbett during the period
-of April, 1851 to June, 1872. According to the History of McHenry
County, "William erected on this tract a fine frame house which was
then regarded as one of the most complete farm houses in Dorr
Township".

The property changed hands tc J. A. & Mary Wilson in September of
1330 and became known as "Arrowhead Farm". An agricultural review
done in 1939 states that the total acreage was 192 of which 137.5
was tillable. The property extended from Country Club Road west
down McConnell Road to Lily Pond Road te the C & NW RR tracks back
to Country Club Road.

In August, 1946, Philip A Starck and Elizabeth (Scctt) purchased
the property including a small piece directly across McConnell Road
to make sure they would never have to look at a neighbor's house.
Shortly thereafter, they hired John V. Anderson, architect, to
renovate the original farm house along with the sizable addition.
{(Mr. Anderson is also noted for the rencvation of the Woodstock
Opera House). It was over the period of the next 5 or so years
that the house took the shape it 1s today - an Italianate Victorian
of 22 rooms over 6500 square feet. The original living room was
changed to the Master Bedroom and the dining room into the Library.
The walls of the Library were done in white oak that was
fashionably bleached and marble was added around the fireplace.
There also is a secret closet and a faux shelf of bcoks designed to
hide a television set! Anderson installed a sound system that
extends into the entertainment rooms of the house. One of these
rooms is located in the lower level that has an English Skylight
which allows in an abundance of natural lite. The kitchen suite
contains three areas - a Dbutler's pauntry, work area and eating
room, A large, walk-in cooler is located off the pantry. The
rectangular, white tile which covers the walls in this area came
the Terra Cotta Company in Crystal Lake. The marble slabs in many
of the bathrooms came from estates that were being torn down in
Lake Geneva as did the chandelier in the dining rocm.

Two fountains were placed outside, one in the front circle garden
and the other in the backyard. Both were originally connected to
the house by brass tubes to supply the water. The hand-formed oval
swimming pocl was installed in the 60's.

The house with 10 of the original acres was sold in March, 1979 by

Jane Starck, second wife of Philip.

This information was acquired from McHenry County History and
conversations with Merle Anderson.
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WILLIAM M. ORMSBY.

Among the pioneers of McHenry County
there are few whose history covers a leonger
period than that of Williamm M. Ormsby of
Ridgedeld, Iil.. Mr. Ormsby comes of sterling
English ancestry through a coldnial family of
New England. There is a tradition (how well
{ounded is unknown) that the American Lranch
of the family was transplanted through the
immigration of three brothers, who came
from England and settled in Connecticut
Coleny at an early day. Lutker (the father of
our subject) was born at Lebaken, Conn., and
married Sarah Chappel, a native of the same
place—there being a dilference of only three
months in the ages of the two. Rarly in 1809
Mr. Ormsby removed to New York and settled
in Otsego County on the headwaters of the
Susquehanna.  Later le removed to Broome
County, in the same State, and opened up 2
farm of 10 acres near Harpersville. In his old
age he went to Steuben County, N. Y., and
spent the last years of his life with his son
Blihy, dying at the advanced sge of ninety-
three years. His wile preceded him some five
vears, dying at the age of eighty-eight. Mr.
and Mrs. Ormsby were members of the Baptist
church, and maintained the reputation of up-
right and conscientious citizens—Mr. Ormsby
being for many years a deacon in the church.
Their children were: Oliver, IElihu, Eunice,
Luther and Willlam M. ,

The last of these, whose uname heads this
article, was porn in Otsego County, N. Y., July
6, 1814, and. receiving a limited common
schoal education, was reared to the life of a
farmer. In 1837, having reached the age of
twenty-three years, he emigrated to Illinois in
company with his brother Luther, wife and
child. The journey was made to Buffzlo by
means of a two-horse wagon, then shipping
their team and effects on board of a steamboat,
hy Iake to Toledo, Ohio, thence by their own
conveyance to Dorr Township., McHenry Coun-
ty, Ill, by way of Chicage. Here Mr. Ormsby
located a claim on a tract of 240 acres in See-
tion 13, consisting of “o0ak openings,” and for
four or fiva years, made his home with his bro-
ther Luther. who lecated a clairn near by. On
Nov. 28, 1844, William Ormsby was married in
Dorr Township to Lucia 1. Bunker, daughter of
John and Egraniaz (Tuttle) Bunker, born in

1823, Mr. and Mrs. Ormsby then settled on his
claim, on which he had already crected a small
frame housc. After spending two years in the
work of improving his land, he removed to his
present location, where Ly industry and judi-
cious management, he has succecded in opening
a well-improved farm of 240 acres, In 1801 hie
erected on this tract a fine frame house, which
was then regarded as one of the most com-
plete farm houses in Dorr Township., Mr. and
kre. Ormsby -have tweo children—Charles H.,
born July 30, 1846, and Mattie I8, born June 1,
1861. Mr. Qrmsby was originally o maember of
Lhe Baptist church, but afterwards joined the
Methodist church. of which his wife wag o
member. Mrs. Ormshy died Jupe 17, 1886. She

- was a woman of amiable character and highly

esteemed. In early days Mr. Orinsby was call-
ed upon to serve on the Grand Jury and bas
repeatedly served on the Petit Jury of McHen-
ry County, also has served once on the Grand
Jury since the lacation af the county scat at
Woodstock, By fair-dealing and upright con-
duct, he has won the respect and esteem of his
neighbors and the citizena of McHenry County
generally.

Charles H. Ormsby, the son of the preceding,
was brought up to the life of a farmer on the
oid homestead, was educated in the common -
schools and at an academy in Beloit, ‘Wis., at-
tending the latter several terms. On April 4,
1872, he was married in Dorr Township to
sona Scoit, born in that township May 30,
1549, the daughter of Andrew and Sarah
{Bpooner) Scott, the former a pioneer of Sen-
eca Township. Mr., Scott was born in Glas-
gow, Scotland, about 1818, and came with two
clder brothers (William 2nd James—both now -
deceased) to Seneca Toweship, McHenry Coun-
ty, 1L, in 1837. Here the brothers hought Govw-
ernment Jand, and wher Andrew had reached
the age of about twenty-one years, he was mar-
ried to Sarah A. Spooner, a native of Vermont.
After spending a few years on the Iand which
he had originally entered in Seneca Township,
Mr. and Mrs. Scott removed to Dorr Township.
where he bought and improved 160 acres,
crecting on it good buildings. In 1873 Mr. Scotr
moved to Phillips County, XKans, where he
engaged in stock raising; later removed to and
cngaged successfully in the same business in
Nebraska, but is now a wellto-do citizen of




INITIAL REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION:
ORMSBY - STARCK HOME, 1861

The Ormsby-Starch Home, the original part of which was built in 1861, is now know as
Springshire Inn and can be seen at 8909 McConnell Road, Woodstock where its’
prominent location at the intersection with Country Club Road helps display its’ unique
blend of Victorian-Italinate style and mid 20th century additions. '

William and Lucia Ormsby, successful homesteaders, built the original farm house in 1861
which at that time "was regarded as one of the the most complete farm houses in Door
Township." In 1946 the Starks bought the home and property and hired Architect Vincent
Anderson to plan the renovation of the old farmhouse and new additions. '

The well preserved building this interior features that are remarkable for their fine state of
maintenance, preservation and uniqueness. There are 22 rooms with a total of 6,500
square feet, marble slabbed bathrooms, large walk-in cooler and white tiled walls from the
Terra Cotta Company of Crystal Lake in the butler pantry - kitchen area. :

The beautifully landscaped grounds and gardens reflect the good taste and planning
characteristic of the property. Even the Starck family mementos like the unique fountains
front and rear and the oval, band formed inground 60’s swimming pool, grace the five
acres nominated by Calaundia Henning and Jerry Peters. Inside are also preserved many
evidences of the Starcks horse raising and racing interests and successes.

The commissioners feel that because of its history and the importance of its history and
the importance of its past owners to McHenry County history and even that of the nation,
this structure and its surrounding acreage deserve landmark status. In addition, the
Italinate-Victorian style and sympathetic additions designed by noted architect John V.
Anderson, and the fact that this impressive Victorian structure can be shown to meet at
least 8 of the 14 possible criteria of Section 4, Article III of the Historic Preservation
Ordinance lead us to recommend landmark status to the McHenry County Board.
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