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WELCOME TO THE 16TH EDITION OF 
THE MCHENRY COUNTY GREEN GUIDE!
I frequently hear from people that they don’t think they are doing 
enough or what they are doing does not make a difference. I 
encourage them (and you) to visit this website:
www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment and look at the seventeen 
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). These 
goals are the result of many years of tireless work beginning 1992 
with the Earth Summit in Brazil. Fast forward to the United Nations 
Sustainable Summit in 2015 when the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development was adopted which includes the 17 sustainable 
development goals. You will be surprised at how many of your 
everyday choices are supporting the goals of the SDGs. Even in 
its own small way, the Green Guide is helping to address at least 
three of the goals: 3. Good Health& Well Being; 6. Clean Water & 
Sanitation; and, 11. Sustainable Cities and Communities.  

Thank you for all you do! 

Kim
Kim Hankins, Director
Sustainability Center
McHenry County College
khankins@mchenry.edu
sustainability@mchenry.edu

Throughout the year, MCC is honored with gifts of support for the 
work we do on the Green Guide and other sustainability initiatives. 
The Sustainability Center staff acknowledges and deeply appreciates 
every gift, volunteer hour(s) and words of encouragement. Thank 
you very much!

The Sustainability Center is grateful to Alissa Kushch, MCC 
Sustainability Center Student Assistant, for her work helping to 
update the information in the 2022 Green Guide. Thanks also 
to Jessica Reimer, MCC Graphic Designer, Marketing and Public 
Relations, for designing a readable, usable, and beautiful 2022 
Green Guide.  
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FLAT CAN RECYCLING AND TERRACYCLE®

How to Recycle your Aerosol and Propane Products
The majority of the 4B+ aerosol cans and 40M+ propane tanks manufactured 
annually in the USA, the majority end up incinerated or in landfill. But, whether 
you’re a resident or business, you can now recycle these items in a responsible 
way through safe disassembly, emptying residual contents, and routing all 
components to the proper channels for recycling.

How it’s done
Thanks to partnerships with US-based closed-loop processors and experts in 
the responsible disposal of specialized materials, Flat Can Recycling collects, 
disassembles and diverts each component of aerosol and propane products. 
Plastic caps and tips of aerosol products are processed into flakes and pellets 
for reuse (such as plastic injection molding), residual material is captured and 
used for fuel or sold as a commodity to manufacturers, and metal cans/tanks are 
processed and refined for a variety of uses.

Flat Can Recycling 
The Illinois-based company offers multiple drop-off points in Chicagoland where residents may recycle their empty aerosol 
products and propane for a nominal fee (no need to call ahead). So far, they’ve diverted 125,469 pounds of aerosol 
products, 16,175 pounds of plastic waste, 4,413 gallons of residual paint, and 191 pounds of propane tanks from landfill.

Learn more at www.flatcanrecycling.com and follow on Instagram at @flatcanrecycling.

Recycling PPE with Zero Waste Box™ by TerraCycle®

The increased usage of single-use personal protective equipment (PPE) since the beginning of the pandemic adds up 
to a lot of extra waste. According to ACS Publications, we use an estimated 129 billion face masks and 65 billion gloves 
each month worldwide. Though our usage has increased, it doesn’t have to be an environmental burden. That’s where 
Zero Waste Boxes from TerraCycle® come in.  PPE is not accepted by traditional curbside recycling programs but can be 
recycled through a Zero Waste Box. 

“The problem is most objects; packages and products that we interact with are not recyclable, not because they can’t be, 
but because they cost more to collect and process than the results are worth,” said Tom Szaky, CEO of TerraCycle.  The 
cost of a Zero Waste Box reflects the production of the box; transportation to you and then back to our recycling facilities; 
and the actual cost of sorting, cleaning, processing, and recycling the contents into raw formats.

What happens to the PPE once you’ve filled and sent back your Zero Waste Box? 
•	 Check-in: When the shipment arrives at a dedicated TerraCycle Material Recovery Facility (MRF), always in the country 

of collection, it is checked in and weighed. All Zero Waste Boxes are quarantined on arrival for a minimum of 72 hours 
to protect team members handling the waste. 

•	 Sort: TerraCycle sorts the waste into categories based on material composition (rubbers, metals, non-woven plastic, 
elastane, etc.) by utilizing an array of sorting technologies.  

•	 Recycle: 
a.	 The metals are manually removed and sent locally for smelting into new bar stock and metal sheeting.
b.	 The polypropylene-dominant mixture from the face mask is densified into a crumb-like raw material that’s used in 

plastic lumber and composite decking applications
c.	 The elastane or rubber band portion is ground into a fine mesh regrind and mixed with recycled plastics as an 

additive to provide flexibility and malleability to products.
d.	 Gloves are processed into a rubberized powder which is used for flooring tiles, playground surface covers, and 

even athletic fields.
•	 Transform: The resulting recycled material is used by third parties to manufacture new products, including outdoor 

furniture, plastic shipping pallets, outdoor decking, watering cans, storage containers, bins, tubes for construction 
applications, etc. You may have even had lunch at a picnic table or played on a playground made from recycled 
masks!

Zero Waste Box™ is an easy, convenient, and all-inclusive option for households, schools, businesses, 
facilities, and events to recycle hard-to-recycle trash. Watch a video of how a Zero Waste Box is processed  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=AIeJGEUgyrI

https://www.flatcanrecycling.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AIeJGEUgyrI
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APPLIANCES 

Large appliances are banned from landfills in Illinois. Many stores will pick up your old appliance 
for recycling when they deliver the new one. For refrigerators, freezers and other freon-bearing 
appliances, proof of proper Freon removal may be required prior to recycling. Fees may apply—check 
with waste hauler. 

1-800-GOT-JUNK?
(800) 468-5865
www.1800gotjunk.com
Pick-up service for a fee. 

Behr Iron & Metal—Woodstock
13914 Washington St., Woodstock
(815) 206-5511
www.altertrading.com/locations/90 
Freon removal not required.

BestBuy—Algonquin and Crystal Lake
www.bestbuy.com

•	 Algonquin 
1561 S Randall Rd., (847) 458-5768

•	 Crystal Lake 
5880 Northwest Hwy., (815) 459-7874

Three free household electronic items per 
household per day (*please see extensive list at 
Electronics and Appliances Recycling at Best Buy).

Elgin Recycling—Crystal Lake, Elgin, Gilberts, 
Arlington Heights
5114 E Terra Cotta Ave., Crystal Lake
(847) 741-4100
www.elginrecycling.com 
Free to drop off. If Freon not removed, $35 Freon 
removal fee.

Goodwill
•	 Crystal Lake 

1016 Central Park Dr., (224) 333-0064
•	 Carpentersville 

7777 Miller Rd., (847) 426-2448
•	 Algonquin 

1430 E. Algonquin Rd., (847) 458-1762
•	 McHenry 

2006 N. Richmond Rd., (815) 385-3160
•	 Huntley 

11900 Kreutzer Rd., (847) 669-9338
Small, working appliances.

Habitat for Humanity—Elgin ReStore
800 N State St., Elgin
(847) 742-9905
www.habitatnfv.org/restore
Will pick up appliances less than 10 years old in 
working order for resale (no charge for pick up). 
Visit website to schedule.

Habitat for Humanity—McHenry ReStore
903 Front St., McHenry 
(815) 331-8153
www.habitatmchenry.org
Visit website to schedule.

Habitat for Humanity—Woodstock ReStore
133 South Eastwood Dr., Woodstock 
(815) 334-0500
www.habitatmchenry.org
Will pick up appliances less than 10 years old in 
working order for resale (no charge for pick up). 
Visit website to schedule.

Lamp Recyclers, Inc.
2955 Ramada Way, Green Bay, WI 
www.recyclewithLRI.com
(800) 558-1166
Takes Freon.

Prairieland Disposal & Recycling—Lake 
Barrington, Holiday Hills
21988 N Pepper Rd., Lake Barrington
(847) 381-9300
www.prairielanddisposal.com
Microwaves are free to drop off—other large 
household appliances will incur a $20 drop off fee.  

NO plastic bags in curbside recycling! 

Collect and take to Jewel, Walmart,  
Target, or Best Buy collection containers—
usually near the entrance to the store.

https://www.bestbuy.com/site/services/recycling/pcmcat149900050025.c?id=pcmcat149900050025
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Many businesses have fees associates with recycling batteries/motor oil. Please call or check websites for the most 
accurate information pricing. 

—Lead Acid (car battery) —Alkaline —Cell phone —Rechargeable

BATTERIES 

Algonquin Township Road District  
3702 US-14, Crystal Lake
(847) 639-2700
Lead acid (Pb) Batteries—car and marine batteries 
only.

Auto Tech, Inc. 
www.autotechcenters.com

•	 Crystal Lake—no fee 
350 W. Virginia St., 60014, (815) 459-7300

•	 Huntley—no fee 
10370 IL-47, (847) 802-4051

•	 McHenry—no fee, max 3 per day 
4005 W. Elm St., (815) 385-7300

•	 Woodstock 
681 S. Eastwood Dr., (815) 338-5700—no fee

Auto Zone  
www.autozone.com

•	 Cary 
3112 Three Oaks Rd., (847) 462-1248

•	 Crystal Lake—also recycles oil filters 
6410 Northwest Hwy., (815) 788-8840

•	 Huntley 
11905 Kreutzer Rd., (847) 669-1678

•	 Lake in the Hills 
3 Crystal Lake Rd., (847) 458-0756

•	 McHenry 
4313 W. Elm St., (815) 363-8529

•	 Woodstock 
2075 S Eastwood Dr., (815) 337-8775

Accepted: LA, A (no fee)
$10 in store credit per battery, max 5/day.

Batteries Plus    
5260 Northwest Hwy., Crystal Lake
(815) 455-6400 | www.batteriesplus.com/recycling

Behr Iron & Metal  
13914 Washington St., Woodstock
(815) 206-5511 | www.altertrading.com/locations/90

Best Buy Stores  
www.bestbuy.com

•	 Algonquin 
1561 S Randall Rd., (847) 458-5768

•	 Crystal Lake 
5880 Northwest Hwy., (815) 459-7874

Blaine’s Farm and Fleet 
11501 US-14, Woodstock
(815) 338-2549 | www.farmandfleet.com

Chicago Logistic Service  
501 Davis Rd., Elgin
(847) 429-1926  | www.chicagologisticservice.com

Elgin Recycling 
5114 E Terra Cotta Ave., Crystal Lake
(847) 741-4100 | www.elginrecycling.com
They pay $0.10/lb for lead acid batteries

Everlights    
1105 Stevenson Ct. #104E, Roselle
(773) 734-9873 | www.everlights.com/recycling

Fluorecycle, Inc.    
27780 W Concrete Dr., Ingleside
(815) 363-4411

Independent Auto Craft 
6207 Factory Rd., Crystal Lake
(815) 455-4030
www.independentautocraftreviews.com

Interstate Batteries of Fox River Valley    
333 IL-176, Island Lake 
(847) 487-1009
Alkaline batteries $1.50/lb. 
Other batteries accepted free.

Jiffy Lube—Woodstock 
11601 Catalpa Ln., Woodstock
(815) 308-2325 | www.jiffylube.com
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Many businesses have fees associates with recycling batteries/motor oil. Please call or check websites for the most 
accurate information pricing. 

—Lead Acid (car battery) —Alkaline —Cell phone —Rechargeable

BATTERIES 

Lamp Recyclers, Inc.    
2955 Ramada Way, Green Bay, WI
service@recyclewithLRI.com
(800) 558-1166 | www.lamprecyclers.com
Home pick-up, drop off, or mail-in services available.

Mavis Tire and Brakes— 
Crystal Lake and Naperville 
www.mavistire.com

•	 Crystal Lake 
5201 Northwest Hwy., (815) 242-1968

•	 Naperville—also accepts tires 
915 E. Ogden Ave., (630) 296-5873 

McHenry Ace Hardware  
4520 W. Crystal Lake Rd., McHenry
(815) 385-3660

McHenry Township Road District    
3703 N. Richmond Rd., Johnsburg, IL
(815) 385-3706 | www.mchenrytownship.com
Alkaline Batteries—$1 per pound. Lead Batteries—
free. Township residents only. 

Nunda Township Road District  
3518 Bay Rd. Crystal Lake, 
(815) 459-4410 | www.nundaroaddistrict.com
Township residents only—must provide proof of 
residence.

Prairieland Disposal, Inc.  
21988 N. Pepper Rd., Lake Barrington
(847) 381-9300 | www.prairielanddisposal.com

T&C Metals    
378 E. Prairie St., Crystal Lake
(815) 459-4445 | www.tandcmetalrecycling.com

Walmart Auto Center—Crystal Lake 
1205 State Rte. 31, Crystal Lake
(815) 477-2147

Cups, straws, lids, and utensils—
not recyclable  
None of these are recyclable.  Try to avoid 
them wherever possible!
(Thanks to Kane County Green Guide for this information)

The Illinois Recycling Foundation dates back 
to 1980 when it was formed to give government, 
non-profits and businesses involved in recycling 
a common area to learn from one another and 
build a thriving economy with waste reduction, 
reuse, recycling and composting at its core. 
Individual annual membership includes access 
to monthly webinars and discounted rates to 
in-person tours and the annual conference. 
Monthly newsletters highlight business, 
government, educational institutions and non-
profit members; along with updates on Illinois 
legislative actions that impact recycling and 
composting and industry news. All members 
of IRF are members of the National Recycling 
Coalition. www.illinoisrecycles.org 

http://www.illinoisrecycles.org
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BULBS

Batteries Plus Bulbs
5260 Northwest Hwy., Crystal Lake
(815) 455-6400
www.batteriesplus.com/recycling
Accepts FL, CFL, and LED.

Environmental Defenders of McHenry County
(815) 338-0393
www.mcdef.org 
Visit website for drop-off event information.

Everlights
1105 Stevenson Ct. #104E, Roselle
(773) 734-9873
www.everlights.com
Accepts FL, CFL, and LED. Order kits to recycle 
Fluorescent (4 and 8 feet), CFL, U-Bend, HID bulbs.

Fluorecycle, Inc.
27780 W. Concrete Dr., Ingleside
(815) 363-4411
www.fluorecycle.com
Accepts FL, CFL, and LED. 
Residential—No fee for drop off. 
Non-residential—$.22–.25 fee per item.

Habitat for Humanity ReStores
Will accept donations of working bulbs. See page 
3 for a listing of their locations.

Lamp Recyclers, Inc.
2955 Ramada Way, Green Bay, WI
service@recyclewithLRI.com
(800) 558-1166
www.lamprecyclers.com
Fee by quantity. Home pick-up, drop off, or mail in 
services available. Call for information. 
(800) 558-1166. Accepts FL, CFL, and LED.

McHenry Ace Hardware
4520 W. Crystal Lake Rd., McHenry
(815) 385-3660
Accepts FL and CFL.

McHenry Township Road District
3703 N. Richmond Rd., Johnsburg
(815) 385-3076
www.mchenrytownship.com
3rd Saturday of April–November Township 
residents only. Accepts FL, CFL, LED.

Nunda Township Road District 
3518 Bay Rd., Crystal Lake
(815) 459-4410
www.nundaroaddistrict.com
Residents only—must show proof of residence 
Accepts FL, CFL, and LED.

Waste Management’s Think Green From Home
(800) 664-1434
www.thinkgreenfromhome.com
Packages and pricing available online.
Accepts FL, CFL, and LED.

Did you know it is against the law for any Illinois business to dispose of their lamps and bulbs in 
municipal landfills? Many businesses have fees associates with recycling bulbs. Please call or check 
websites for the most accurate information pricing. (FL: fluorescent bulb, CFL)

Flexible Plastic Packaging— 
not recyclable 
Plastic wrappers, pouches, thin formed 
plastic, chip or popcorn bags, zip top stand 
up pouches, flimsy plastic bags (e.g. rice or 
beans) and the formed plastics packaging 
you need scissors to open.
(Thanks to Kane County Green Guide for this information)
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Please call first! Due to rapid changes taking place in this industry, PLEASE CALL FIRST to verify that a location listed 
below is still accepting items—especially TV’s!

Another option is to contact your solid waste hauler for a “premium” pick up of electronics and screens. There are fees 
associated with the service.

LOCAL DROP-OFF CENTERS

ELECTRONICS—INCLUDING TVS AND MONITORS

Algonquin Township Road District
3702 US-14, Crystal Lake
(847) 639-2700, #6 | www.algtwsp.com
Township residents only.
April–Oct., 8 a.m.–Noon, last Sat. of month and selected 
dates for TV/monitors. Small electronics accepted M–F, 
7 a.m.–3 p.m. One TV/monitor per family.

Chicago Logistic Service
1333 Davis Rd., Elgin
(847)429-1926 | www.chicagologisticservice.com
TVs and monitors are $1 per pound per unit, max of $85.

Elgin Recycling
5114 Terra Cotta Ave., Crystal Lake
(847) 741-4100 | www.elginrecycling.com
$25 for TVs under 21”, $35 for TVs over 21”,
LCD monitors, $15 per unit.
Other locations: Gilberts, Elgin, Elk Grove.

Goodwill Stores
www.goodwill.org

•	 Crystal Lake, 1016 Central Park Dr., (224)333-0064
•	 Carpentersville, 7777 Miller Rd., (847)426-2448
•	 Algonquin, 1430 E. Algonquin Rd., (847)458-1762
•	 McHenry, 2006 N. Richmond Rd., (815)385-3160
•	 Huntley*, 11900 Kreutzer Rd., (847)669-9338

Takes small working, resellable electronics and computer 
monitors. *Huntley store only: will take flat screen TVs, pick 
up service available for residents of Del Webb. Please call 
for details and appointments.

McHenry Township Road District
3703 N. Richmond Rd., Johnsburg
(815) 385-3076 | www.mchenrytownship.com
3rd Saturday of the month, April–October
TVs and monitors $1 per pound up to $85 max per item. 
Township residents only.

Prairieland Disposal & Recycling—Lake Barrington, 
Holiday Hills
(847) 381-9300 | www.prairielanddisposal.com
Fees may apply.

ELECTRONICS—NO TVS OR MONITORS! 

Behr Iron & Metal
13914 Washington St., Woodstock
(815) 206-5511 | www.jbehr.com
No fees for small electronics, cords, and wires.

Best Buy Stores 
www.bestbuy.com

•	 Algonquin, 1561 S. Randall Rd., (847) 458-5768
•	 Crystal Lake, 5880 Northwest Hwy., (815) 459-7874

Three free household electronic items per household 
per day (*please click this link to see extensive list at 
Electronics and Appliances Recycling at Best Buy). Two TVs 
and/or monitors per day, $25 each (Tube TVs smaller than 
32”, Flat-panel TVs: LCD, plasma, LED smaller than 50”)
Haul away available with purchase (fee).

Nunda Township Road District
3518 Bay Rd., Crystal Lake
(815) 459-4410 | www.nundaroaddistrict.com
Township residents only, 24/7.

Waste Management’s ThinkGREEN From Home 
(800) 664-1434 | www.thinkgreenfromhome.com
Offers various recycling kits for: CFLs, fluorescent, 
batteries,electronics, cans, paper, and sharps.

COMPUTERS ONLY—RESIDENTAL

Com2 Recycling Solutions 
500 Kehoe Blvd., Carol Stream
(630) 653-2662 | www.com2recycling.com
Open Mon.–Fri., 8 a.m.–4 p.m. Fees apply for TVs, 
monitors , printers, and misc. electronics. FREE to recycle 
computers and laptops. Visit website to pay online.

Home and Pro Studio
1002 McHenry Ave. Suite #3, Woodstock
(815) 363-2024 | www.homeandprostudio.com
By appointment only.

Lamp Recyclers, Inc.
2955 Ramada Way, Green Bay, WI
service@recyclewithLRI.com
(800) 558-1166 | www.lamprecyclers.com
Fee by quantity. Home pick-up, drop off, or mail in services 
available. Call for information (800) 558-1166.

ELECTRONICS, TVS, AND MONITORS

https://www.bestbuy.com/site/services/recycling/pcmcat149900050025.c?id=pcmcat149900050025
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Permanent HHW Collection Sites 
(Residential use only): 

Chicago Department of Public Health— 
Goose Island Facility
1150 N. North Branch St., Chicago
(312) 744-7672
www.cityofchicago.org/hccrf

Lamp Recyclers, Inc.
2955 Ramada Way, Green Bay, WI
service@recyclewithLRI.com
(800) 558-1166
www.lamprecyclers.com
Medical and dental waste accepted.

Naperville Public Works
156 Fort Hill Dr., Naperville
(630) 420-6095
www.naperville.il.us/hhw
Open Saturday. and Sunday 9 a.m.–2 p.m.
No fee, no appointment needed.

Four Rivers Sanitation Authority
3333 Kishwaukee St., Rockford
City of Rockford: (779) 348-7300
Managed by Keep Northern IL Beautiful, 
www.KNIB.com 
(click on recycling centers, then hazardous waste)
KNIB: (815) 637-1343
Call for fees and accepted items.
Saturday (Excluding weekends closest to holidays): 
8 a.m.–4 p.m., Sunday: Noon–4 p.m.

SWALCO—Solid Waste Agency of Lake County 
1311 N. Estes St., Gurnee 
(847) 336-9340
www.swalco.org | info@swalco.org
Twice a month drop off at SWALCO Gurnee Facility, 
appointments required. Check website for mobile 
collection events (delays due to COVID). Two per 
month April–October.

Accepted HHW Items:
•	 Acids
•	 Adhesives
•	 Aerosol products
•	 Antifreeze
•	 Asbestos containing products
•	 Automotive fluids (brake, transmission fluids)
•	 Batteries: lithium, nickel-cadmium, metal hydride, 

no alkaline
•	 CFLs, fluorescent tubes
•	 Cleaning solvents, degreasers
•	 Fertilizers
•	 Flammable liquids
•	 Fluorescent tubes and ballasts
•	 Fungicides, herbicides, insecticides, pesticides 
•	 Gasoline—in properly marked containers
•	 Household cleaners
•	 Insulin disposal (no needles or sharps)
•	 Medication: OTC and prescription 
•	 Mercury, thermometers (mercury), 

thermostats (mercury)
•	 Ni-Cad batteries (nickel cadmium, rechargeable)
•	 Paint (oil-based only, nolatex paint)
•	 Paint strippers/paint thinner
•	 Personal care products: cosmetics, nail polish, etc.)
•	 Pool chemicals
•	 Oil, automotive
•	 Sealants, solvents
•	 Varnish, wood stain, similar products

Unacceptable Items:
•	 Business, commercial or institutional wastes 
•	 Agricultural chemicals 
•	 Alkaline batteries (see Batteries section) 
•	 DEA controlled substances—visit DEA website or 

call (312) 353-7875
•	 Explosives and ammunition 
•	 Fire extinguishers 
•	 Fireworks 
•	 Household electronics (see Electronics section)
•	 Latex paint (See Paint section in Green Guide)
•	 Lead acid batteries (see Batteries section)
•	 Propane tanks (see page 18)
•	 Medical wastes, sharps/needles 
•	 Smoke and carbon monoxide detectors 

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE 

There are four permanent locations in northern Illinois that are open to Illinois residents at no additional cost. 
See page 19 for one-day household hazardous waste collection day.
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Items That Will Be Accepted 

 NO LATEX PAINT– Latex Paint is 
not hazardous and can be safely dried and 
discarded in the garbage. See the McHenry 
County Green Guide for additional options 
for recycling latex paint. 
 
 
  

 Acetylene Cylinders 
Agricultural Waste 
Ammunition, explosives, or fireworks 
Biological and medical waste 
Business, Institutional or commercial sector 
wastes 
Controlled Substances-Pharmaceuticals  
Farm machinery oil  
         

        Fire Extinguishers  
Lead-acid (auto) Batteries 
MAPP Gases 
Needles/Syringes 
Oxygen Tanks 
Propane Tanks 
Radioactive Material 
Smoke Detectors 

             HHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  HHAAZZAARRDDOOUUSS  WWAASSTTEE  
                          OONNEE  DDAAYY  CCOOLLLLEECCTTIIOONN 
 

Prairie Ridge High School 
6000 Dvorak Dr, Crystal Lake IL 60012    Enter  School From Walkup Rd 

Pre-Registration is Open to all Illinois Residents.   
This Collection Event is for Residential Waste Only.   

Acids 
Adhesives 
Aerosol Products 
Antifreeze 
Auto Fluids 
Ballasts (PCB) 
Black top Sealer– oil based 
Cleaning Products 
Cooking oil 
      

        Corrosives 
Drain Cleaners 
Fluorescent bulbs (tubes and CFL’s) 
Gasoline and oil/gas mixtures 
Herbicides,  
Hobby and Photo Chemicals 
insecticides 
Lawn Chemicals 
Mercury-containing devices   
Mercury 

Oil-based Paints, Stains and Varnishes      
(NO LATEX PAINT) 

Paint Thinners 
Pesticides 
Poisons 
Pool Chemicals 
Resins, Glues 
Solvents 
Used Motor Oil 

SSaattuurrddaayy    
JJuunnee  2255,,  22002222  
88aamm  ––  33ppmm  

Items That Will NOT Be Accepted– DO NOT BRING 

Event is  Sponsored by the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency and the 
McHenry County Department of Health.   

 McHenry County Department of Health, Division of Environmental Health      www.mcdh.info 
  OFFICE: McHenry County Admin. Bldg. MAIL: 2200 N. Seminary Avenue     EMAIL: Health@McHenryCountyIL.gov  
  667 Ware Road, Suite 110, Woodstock, Illinois     Woodstock, Illinois 60098                     P: 815-334-4585, F: 815-334-4637 

PPrree--RReeggiissttrraattiioonn  iiss  RReeqquuiirreedd..  
VViissiitt  mmccddhh..iinnffoo  ttoo  SScchheedduullee..  
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MOTOR OIL, TIRES, ANTIFREEZE/COOLANT

1-800-GOT-JUNK?
www.1800gotjunk.com
1(800) 468-5865
Accepts tires.

Algonquin Lube Express  
1560 E. Algonquin Rd., Algonquin
(847) 458-880
No fee for motor oil. Standard tires $2.50 each.

Auto Tech, Inc.   
•	 Crystal Lake—Motor oil: no fee, no max 

350 W. Virginia St., 60014, 
(815) 459-7300

•	 Huntley—Motor oil: no fee, no max  
10370 IL-47, (847) 802-4051

•	 McHenry—No motor oil  
4005 W. Elm St., (815) 385-7300

•	 Woodstock—Motor oil: no fee, no max 
681 S. Eastwood Dr., (815) 338-5700

All take tires, $2.75 per standard tire, call for 
larger sizes.

Auto Zone 
www.autozone.com

•	 Cary, 3112 Three Oaks Rd., (847) 462-1248
•	 Crystal Lake, 6410 Northwest Hwy., 

(815) 788-8840.Recycles oil filters.  
•	 Huntley, 11905 Kreutzer Rd., (847) 669-1678
•	 Lake in the Hills, 3 Crystal Lake Rd., 

(847) 458-0756
•	 McHenry, 4313 W Elm St., (815) 363-8529
•	 Woodstock, 2075 S Eastwood Dr., 

(815) 337-8775
Does not accept tires. Motor oil ONLY. 5g max per 
day. $10 store credit for batteries. No fee.

Farm & Fleet Co. 
11501 US-14, Woodstock
www.farmandfleet.com | (815) 338-2549
Tires only—must be off rims.

Household Chemical and Computer 
Recycling Facility 
1150 N. North Branch St., Chicago | (312) 744-3060
www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/cdph/provdrs/
healthy_communities/svcs/household-chemicals---
computer-recycling-facility-overview.html

Independent Auto Craft  
6207 Factory Rd., Crystal Lake
(815) 455-4030
No charge for motor oil, Tires $5 each. No fee for 
antifreeze/coolant, 5g max per day.

Jiffy Lube 
www.jiffylube.com

•	 Crystal Lake 
6205 Northwest Hwy., (815) 455-4455

•	 Woodstock, 11601 Catalpa Ln., 
(815) 308-2325

•	 Algonquin, 2361 W. Algonquin Rd., 
(224) 333-2242. Max 5g per day, tires $1.50  
no purchase required.

Mavis Tire and Brakes— 
Crystal Lake and Naperville 
www.mavistire.com

•	 Crystal Lake 
5201 Northwest Hwy., (815) 242-1968

•	 Naperville—also accepts tires 
915 E. Ogden Ave., (630) 296-5873

McHenry Lube Express  
5200 W. Elm St., McHenry
(815) 344-4443
No fee for motor oil. Tires not accepted.

Prairieland Disposal, Inc. 
21988 N. Pepper Rd., Lake Barrington
(847) 381-9300 | www.prairielanddisposal.com

Four Rivers Sanitation Authority  
3333 Kishwaukee St., Rockford
(815) 387-7400
Saturday: 8 a.m.–4 p.m., Sunday: Noon–4 p.m.

—Motor Oil   —Tires   —Antifreeze/Coolant
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Walmart Auto Center  
•	 Algonquin, 1410 S. Randall Rd., (847) 458-5734 

Max 5g per day, tires $1.50, no purchase 
required.

•	 Crystal Lake, 1205 State Rte. 31, 
(815) 477-2147 
Max 5g per day motor oil, tires $1.50 with 
purchase of new tire.

•	 Woodstock, 1275 Lake Ave., (815) 206-0931 
Max 5g per day motor oil, tires $1.50 with 
purchase of new tire.

TOWNSHIP COLLECTION SITES

Algonquin Township Road District 
3702 US-14, Crystal Lake
(847) 639-2700, #6
www.algtwsp.com 
Township residents only.

Nunda Township Road District  
3518 Bay Rd., Crystal Lake
(815) 459-4410
www.nundaroaddistrict.com
Township residents only—must show proof 
of residence.

MOTOR OIL, TIRES, ANTIFREEZE/COOLANT

•	 Citizens Climate Lobby 
www.citizensclimatelobby.org

•	 Crystal Lake Nature Center 
www.crystallakeparks.org

•	 Environmental Defenders of McHenry County 
www.mcdef.org

•	 The Foodshed 
www.foodshed.coop

•	 IDNR sites Moraine Hills—Activities 
www.illinois.gov

•	 IDNR Volo Bog—Activities  
www.illinois.gov

•	 Land Conservancy of McHenry County 
www.conservemc.org

•	 McHenry County Audubon 
www.mchenryaudubon.org

•	 McHenry Country College Center for 
Agrarian Learning—www.mchenry.edu/cal

•	 McHenry County College Sustainability 
Center—www.mchenry.edu/green

•	 McHenry County Conservation District 
www.mccdistrict.org

•	 McHenry-Lake Soil and Water Conservation 
District—www.mchenryswcd.org

•	 McHenry County Master Gardeners— 
www.extension.illinois.edu/lm/mchenry-
county-master-gardeners

•	 McHenry County Park Districts/
Departments—check your city’s website

•	 Small Waters Education 
www.smallwaters.org

•	 Wildflower Preservation and Propagation 
Committee—www.thewppc.org

Click on the links below to visit these area organizations for fun things do and learn! 

—Motor Oil   —Tires   —Antifreeze/Coolant

http://www.citizensclimatelobby.org
http://www.crystallakeparks.org
http://www.mcdef.org
http://www.illinois.gov
http://www.illinois.gov
http://www.conservemc.org
http://www.mchenryaudubon.org
http://www.mchenry.edu/cal
http://www.mchenry.edu/green
http://www.mccdistrict.org
http://www.mchenryswcd.org
https://extension.illinois.edu/lm/mchenry-county-master-gardeners
https://extension.illinois.edu/lm/mchenry-county-master-gardeners
http://www.smallwaters.org
http://www.thewppc.org
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Algonquin Township Road District
3702 US Hwy. 14, Crystal Lake
(847) 639-2700, #6
www.algtwsp.com
Items accepted from Township Residents ONLY:
Latex paint only, prices vary, please call or visit 
website.

McHenry Ace Hardware 
4520 W. Crystal Lake Rd., McHenry
(815) 385-3660
Accepts water based paint only.

McHenry Township Road District
3703 N. Richmond Rd., Johnsburg
(815) 385-3076
www.mchenrytownship.com
Latex or oil, gallon size or smaller containers.
Township residents only. No charge.

Nunda Township Road District
3518 Bay Rd., Crystal Lake | (815) 459-4410
www.nundaroaddistrict.com
Open 24/7 to township residents only.
7 a.m.–3:30 p.m., Monday–Saturday

Four Rivers Sanitation Authority 
3333 Kishwaukee St, Rockford, IL 61109
City of Rockford: (779) 348-7300
Managed by Keep Northern IL Beautiful,
www.KNIB.com 
(click on recycling centers, then hazardous waste)
KNIB: (815) 637-1343
Saturday: 8 a.m.–4 p.m., Sunday: Noon–4 p.m. 
(Excluding weekends closest to holidays)
Oil based paint and aerosols.  

Solid Waste Agency of Lake County
1311 N. Estes St., Gurnee 
(847) 336-9340
www.swalco.org | info@swalco.org
Twice a month drop off at SWALCO Gurnee 
Facility, appointments required. Check website for 
mobile collection events (delays due to Covid). 
Two per month April–October. Oil based paint 
only, no latex.

Zeigler’s Ace Hardware
www.acehardware.com

•	 Cary, 642 Northwest Hwy., 
(847) 516-0600 

•	 Crystal Lake, 435 S Main St., (815) 455-2510
•	 Huntley, 10420 IL-47, (847) 669-5222

Latex paint ONLY accepted. Charges by container 
size. Qt $4.99 Gal. $8.99. Call for quote. 
www.acehardware.com, go to store locator.

The following locations accept paint for recycling. Spray paint, stains, and other paint related products 
(i.e. thinners) will not be accepted unless otherwise noted. (See the Household Hazardous Waste Section 
for information on how to dispose of these products and oil-based paint.) Commercial or contractor use 
of the program is prohibited. Most charge a fee based on quantity, so be sure to call first. 

PAINT

Thermal Receipts—not recyclable 
These have a plastic component and do 
not pulp the same as other paper so they 
are not recyclable. Do not compost or burn 
either as this releases the chemical BPS 
(bisphenol A) in to our soil and air. Just 
decline the receipt if possible. 
(Thanks to Kane County Green Guide for this information)
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Chicago Logistic Service
1333 Davis Rd, Elgin
(847)429-1926 | www.chicagologisticservice.com
Packing peanuts, bubble wrap, styrofoam (clean)— 
must be clean and empty. Open for drop off 24/7 in 
building vestibule.

Environmental Defenders and Partners 
Styrofoam Recycling Collection Locations:

Must be clean, all colors accepted, separated by 
color helps. Construction pink/blue foam siding 
NOT accepted.

•	 Village of Algonquin, Public Works. 
110 Meyer Dr., Algonquin. 

•	 Algonquin Township Highway Department. 
3702 US Hwy. 14, Crystal Lake. Open Mon.–
Fri., 7 a.m.–3 p.m..

•	 City of Woodstock Public Works. 
326 Washington St., Woodstock. Open Mon.–
Fri., 7:30 a.m.–3 p.m.

More info/questions: www.mcdef.org, 
Envirodefmc@gmail.com, or (815) 338-0393.

McHenry Township Road District
3703 N. Richmond Rd., Johnsburg
(815) 385-3076
www.mchenrytownship.com
Drop-off events on the third Saturday of every 
month, April–October from 8 a.m–Noon. 
No bubble wrap. Township residents only.

STYROFOAM

April 9  |  9 a.m.–Noon  |  Milkyway Park, 300 Lawrence Rd., Harvard

May 21  |  9 a.m.–Noon  |  Chesak Elementary School, 10910 Reed Rd., Lake in the Hills

September 17  |  9 a.m.–Noon  |  Woodstock North High School, 3000 Raffel Rd., Woodstock

October 15  |  9 a.m.–Noon  |  McHenry County Courthouse, 2200 Seminary Ave., Woodstock

Items collected:
•	 Batteries—Household (A, C, D, AA, AAA, Lithium, Ni-Cad, Button and NI-MH) are accepted for $1.00 per 

pound, which only covers costs to get them recycled. Lead batteries (car, motorcycle, sump pump, marine) 
are accepted at no charge.

•	 Fluorescent Light Bulbs—The following are accepted for a fee, which only covers our costs to get them 
recycled: 4-foot, $.50 each; 8-foot, $1.00 each; Compact bulbs used in lamps and lighting fixtures, $.50 each

•	 Packing Peanuts that are clean, dry, in a box or bag, are accepted.
•	 Solid Styrofoam is accepted at no charge providing it is clean, with no glue, tape, food or anything else 

attached to it.  Soft material that bends and is generally used in packaging is not accepted.  If it has a 
smooth cover (usually blue or pink in color) on it, it is not accepted.

•	 Textiles—Clothes, blankets, towels, shoes, etc., with holes, worn out, torn, accepted at no charge, BUT they 
must be clean.

2022 RECYCLING EVENTS
(WITH THE MCHENRY COUNTY DEPT OF HEALTH)
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SHREDDING

AMS Store and Shred Events
2 box minimum for all.

•	 April 2, 2022 | 9 a.m.–1 p.m. 
Algonquin Public Library, 2600 Harnish Dr., 
Algonquin

•	 April 9, 2022 | 9 a.m.–1 p.m.
Suzanne Ness, IL State Rep 
20 S. Grove St., Carpentersville

•	 April 23, 2022 | 9 a.m.–Noon
Crystal Lake Chamber of Commerce, 
427 W. Virginia St.

•	 May 14, 2022 | 9 a.m.–Noon
Prairie Community Bank, 1000 S. McLean Blvd., 
Elgin

•	 May 14, 2022 | 9 a.m.–Noon
Village of Lake in the Hills Public Works 
9010 Haligus Rd. Lake in the Hills

•	 August 27, 2022 | 9 a.m.–Noon
State Representative Steven Reick 
1072 Lake Ave., Woodstock

•	 October 1, 2022 | 9 a.m.–Noon
Village of Lake in the Hills, 600 Harvest Gate, 
Lake in the Hills

•	 October 1, 2022 | 9 a.m.–Noon
Spring Grove Village Hall—Flood Brothers 
7401 Meyer Rd., Spring Grove

Abraham’s On-Site Shredding
170 Lance Dr. #881, Twin Lakes, WI
(262) 877-8878 | info@abrahamsshredding.com
www.abrahamsshredding.com
Call for quote. Onsite only, appointments required.

Accurate Document Destruction
2500 Landmeier Rd., Elk Grove Village
(800) 407-4733 ext.3 | www.shredd.net
Call for quote. Onsite shredding. No minimum amount.

AMS Store and Shred
13 Prosper Ct., Lake in the Hills
(847)658-0400 | www.amsstoreandshred.com
Walk in service, 8 a.m.–2 p.m., Mon.–Fri. Businesses 
call for quote. See list of shred events to the left.

Beaver Shredding
7139 86th Ave., Justice, IL
(708) 458-8525
www.beavershred.com
Call for quote. Offers various residential and 
commercial packages.

McHenry Ace Hardware
4520 W. Crystal Lake Rd., McHenry
(815) 385-3660
Fee per pound.

MRK Group, LTD
801 N. State St. # C, Elgin
(847) 468-1700 | www.mrkgroupltd.com

Records Management, Inc. 
3801 Hawthorn Ct., Waukegan
(847) 949-0700 | www.chicagorecords.com
On and offsite shredding or drop off.

Document destruction will be available at all county recycling events, see page 15 for details. For more 
information on this please see the county website—www.mcdh.info or call (815) 334-4585.

Did you know?
Paperback and hardback books can be 
recycled in your curbside recycling (in 
most areas, please always double check 
with your hauler). NO glossy or metallic 
book covers or book jackets. 

Better yet, donate books to a resale store, 
the Green Read, or Green Spot used 
bookstores. Get 20% off your next purchase 
for donations to the Read or Spot!
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Document Shredding  
  Is Paper Recycling 

McHenry County Department of Health, Division of Environmental Health      www.mcdh.info 
 OFFICE: McHenry County Admin. Bldg                MAIL: 2200 N. Seminary Avenue        EMAIL: Health@McHenryCountyIL.gov  
  667 Ware Road, Suite 110, Woodstock, Illinois     Woodstock, Illinois 60098                     P: 815-334-4585, F: 815-334-4637 

Paper Tiger Document Solutions will have their shred truck 
onsite to securely shred your sensitive paper documents. 
Documents are shredded in the truck onsite at the event.   
 

To help keep the event moving, please remember these important tips for quick shredding: 
1. This is for paper only. No CD’s or thumb drives. 
2. Staples and paper clips are okay to leave. 
3. Binder clips, three ring binders, hanging file folders and the like Need To Be Removed prior to the event. We will 
not have time to remove these items at the event. 
4. Participants need to take back  empty bags or boxes. 

*There will be a 4 “banker box size” limit per vehicle.* This event is open to McHenry County Residents only.  
(No Businesses Please) 

The documents do not have to be in a banker box, but must not exceed a banker box dimensions (approximately 13” X 15” X 11”).     

   The McHenry County Department of Health and 
  Paper Tiger Document Solutions will be hosting six  
   onsite document shredding events in 2022.  

April 9- Milkyway Park–         August 20- McHenry County 
 Harvard       Health Department-Woodstock 
 

June 18- Woodstock North        September 17- Woodstock  
High School-Woodstock         North High School-Woodstock 
 

July 16- Woodstock North   October 15- McHenry 
High School-Woodstock                     County Courthouse- Woodstock 

 
*NO EVENT IN MAY* 

Events are Saturdays 9:00 am to Noon 
*Event may end earlier if the truck is full* 
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TOWNSHIP COLLECTION SITES

1-800-GOT-JUNK? 
(800) 468-5865
www.1800gotjunk.com
Pick up service for a fee—mattresses, furniture, 
electronics, appliances, yard waste, construction 
debris

Algonquin Township Road District
3702 US Hwy. 14, Crystal Lake
(847) 639-2700, #6
www.algtwsp.com/recycling
2022 dates: April 30, May 21, June 25, July 30, 
August 27, September 24
Items accepted from Township Residents ONLY:

•	Latex paint, prices vary, check website, 
accepts aerosols

•	TVs and monitors: 1 per family per month, 
no charge

•	Car and boat batteries (no alkaline)
•	Used motor and cooking oil
•	No transmission fluid, sealant, antifreeze
•	No appliances
•	No bulbs, no auto fluids, no HHW 

(see pages 8–10)
Daily Drop-Off Recycling:

•	Aluminum and metal cans
•	Glass bottles and jars
•	Plastics (milk jugs, water, pop and other 

beverage bottles, laundry and other 
household plastic containers)

•	Newspaper, cardboard and magazines
•	Clothing, shoes,
•	Flags
•	Styrofoam
•	Eyeglasses, cellphones, hearing aids, 

children’s books
•	Electronics (not TV’s and monitors, see above)
•	Tires—fee: $4 for small or bike tires; $5 for 

car tire, $10 for truck tire and $25 for tractor/
semi tire (*must take rims of). Accepted during 
office hours only) ($10 surcharge for tire 
with rims).

•	Brush: accepted last two weekends (Friday 
after 3pm, Saturday and Sunday) March–
October, no commercial brush and no yard 
waste bags. See website for full list of dates 
and times.

McHenry Township Road District
3703 N. Richmond Rd., Johnsburg
(815) 385-3076
Please visit www.mchenrytownship.com/recycling 
for a complete list of dates and items collected. 
No drop off during the week. Drop off is located in 
the township employee parking lot. April–October.
Items accepted from Township Residents ONLY:

•	Small electronics
•	Televisions and computer monitors ($1/lb to 

$85 max per item)
•	CFL tubes ($0.50/ea)
•	Fluorescent tubes ($.50/ea for 4ft, $1/ea for 8ft)
•	Textiles
•	Styrofoam (clean, no bubble wrap or 

construction foam)
•	Election signs 
•	Batteries ($1/lb for alkaline) 
•	CDs and DVDs
•	Paint—Latex or oil, gallon size or smaller
•	No large kitchen appliances or gasoline-

powered items accepted
•	Brush: brush, branches and twigs must be 

no larger than 8 inches in diameter. 10 feet 
maximum length.

•	Shoes (clean)

Scrap metal free pick up (fee if inside)
Hector Carillo
(224) 636-3891  |  Insured
virginialake79@yahoo.com
carrilloh597@yahoo.com
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TOWNSHIP COLLECTION SITES

Nunda Township Road District
3518 Bay Rd., Crystal Lake
(815) 459-4410
www.nundaroaddistrict.com
Daily Drop-Off Recycling: Available 24/7
Electric vehicle charging available.
Items accepted from township residents
(ID requested):

•	Cans—aluminum and metal
•	Glass bottles and jars
•	Plastic bottles and jugs
•	Newspaper, cardboard, and magazines
•	Landscape, brush, sticks and branches
•	Scrap steel
•	Electronics (no TVs or monitors)
•	Light bulbs (florescent)
•	Used oil recycling (no anti-freeze or other 

chemicals)
•	Tires ON SATURDAYS ONLY 7 a.m.–Noon
•	Batteries (car, truck, marine batteries only)
•	Paint—latex and oil base—April–October, 

7 a.m.–3:30 p.m., 7 days a week
•	Brush/branch drop off is for RESIDENTS ONLY. 

If dropping off during office hours, please 
drop off in back, if after office hours, please 
place brush in bin in recycle center. Must bring 
ID.

•	NOT ACCEPTED: TVs, monitors, alkaline 
batteries, Styrofoam, concrete asphalt, leaves, 
grass clippings, construction debris, furniture

•	No household chemicals

Prairieland Disposal
21988 N. Pepper Rd., Lake Barrington
(847) 381-9300
www.prairielanddisposal.com
Mon.–Thurs.: 8 a.m.–5 p.m., Fri.: 8 a.m.–3 p.m,
Sat.: Closed
Prairieland Disposal offers a convenient drop-off 
service during our normal business hours. NO 
DROP OFFS are permitted after business hours. 
Any drop offs after hours are unauthorized and will 
be considered “fly dumping” and may be subject 
to prosecution at the full extent of the law.

•	E-Scraps / Electronics: maximum of 7 E-Waste 
items per visit, TVs/monitors (one TV/monitor 
per month) may incur a drop-off fee—please 
contact Prairieland for more information. 
Christmas lights, cords/cables can be dropped 
off free of charge.  

•	Batteries: car batteries, truck batteries, and 
rechargeable batteries

•	White goods (large electrical goods)—a drop 
off fee may apply 

•	Clothing, textiles, athletic shoes, corks, and 
flower vases 

•	Food organics: vegetative food and organic 
scraps in biodegradable bags at no charge 
at our on-site drop-off located at 21988 N. 
Pepper Road in Lake Barrington. Please no 
plastic bags.

•	Manure/organics pickup service—all manure/
organics is composted, it does not end up in 
a landfill.

•	Corks
•	Oversized items—call for fees

Waste Management’s Think Green From Home
(800) 664-1434
www.thinkgreenfromhome.com
Packages and pricing available online. Mail back 
kits with prepaid postage for:

•	CFLs and florescent bulbs
•	Batteries
•	Electronics and Computers
•	Bottles, Cans and paper
•	Syringes and Lancets

Napkins, paper towels and paper 
plates—not recyclable 
They are compostable but not recyclable. 
Try reusables!
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WHAT DO I DO WITH THIS?

The Sustainability Center Director and student assistants are grateful for every phone call, email, or 
text we receive! Below are Recycling resources for some of the most common items we get questions 
about. We hope this is helpful!

Aerosols: Empty completely and recycle in your curbside container (EXCEPT paint— 
please see page 12 for details). Flat Can recycling will take any kind of aerosol cans— 
visit www.flatcanrecycling.com/drop-locations for a full list of drop-off sites.

CDs, DVDs, VHS tapes, cassettes, and cases: CDs and DVDs are collected at the township 
collection sites and the county drives. Unfortunately there are no local recycling programs for VHS 
tapes and cassettes, so they can go in the trash. Cardboard inserts or sleeves can be recycled in 
your curbside container.

Construction debris: Please visit or call Lowe Enterprises at www.loweenterprisesinc.com/recycling or 
call (847) 639-2775 for pricing and hours. 

Carbon monoxide (CO) detectors: can be disposed of in the regular trash.

Cardboard boxes: If you are comfortable, offer them on social media! Otherwise, flatten and recycle in 
your curbside container. 

Corks: Wine/Spirit Warehouse ($5/bag), 830 S Milwaukee Ave., Libertyville, call to confirm 
(847) 549-6900. Free drop off at Prairieland Disposal, 21988 N. Pepper Rd., Lake Barrington, 
www.prairielanddisposal.com. Visit www.recork.com for other drop-off locations (none in 
McHenry County).  

Gasoline: This is considered a household hazardous waste. Please see page 8.

Furniture: If reusable, donate to the Habitat for Humanity ReStores (listings on page 3) or Goodwill 
(listing on page 3). If beyond use, contact your hauler for bulk item pick up to be landfilled.

Mattresses: Verlo Mattress store (Crystal Lake, (815) 455-2570 and McHenry, (815) 578-8375) will take 
old mattresses if you purchase one from them. Otherwise, you can list on one of the online platforms 
(Craigslist, Freecycle, etc.) if it’s reusable. If it is beyond reuse, contact your hauler for bulk item pickup 
to be landfilled. Also, see these online Mattress Disposal Guides from Myslumberyard.com, Sleep.org, 
Tuck.com, RestRightMattress.com and HealthySleepy.com.

Microwaves: These are considered electronics. Please see page 7.

Prescription medication: Most local police stations have a collection container but do not take any 
liquids. Please call your police station for drop-off hours and bin location.

https://www.flatcanrecycling.com/drop-locations/
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WHAT DO I DO WITH THIS?

Propane gas tanks (small camp-sized): Go to manufacturers’ website to find puncture-hole location 
and instructions. Once punctured, take to Behr Iron and Metal, 13914 Washington St., Woodstock. 
Another option is Flat Can Recycling drop offs—see www.flatcanrecycling.com 

Propane gas tanks (30 gallon-sized tanks): Call the store you bought it from to see if they will take 
the tank back, or use one of the exchange services found at many home improvement stores. If the 
valve is removed, or it is damaged in such a way that you can see inside, take it to Behr Iron and Metal, 
13914 Washington St., Woodstock.  

•	 The Amerigas office in Palatine will take propane gas tanks in any condition (apparently there is 
nationwide shortage of tanks!). The only office open to the public is in Palatine, 522 S. Vermont 
St., Palatine, (847) 359-6450.

•	 Small, camp-sized propane cylinders and larger tanks, full or empty.
•	 Or visit www.flatcanrecycling.com/drop-locations for locations nearby.

Smoke detectors: These are not banned from the landfill, so they can be thrown in the regular trash. 
You can return used smoke alarms to the supplier—the address is usually listed in the product warranty 
or user’s manual. You can use one of these mail-in programs: Curie Environmental Services (NM), 
(505) 888-9392; EZ on the Earth (IN), (855) 327-8455; or First Alert Corp (IL), (800) 323 9005. 

Thermostats: Visit Thermostat Recycling Corporation (thermostat-recycle.org) and enter your zip code 
for the closest drop off locations for mercury thermostats (over 20 years old or more). There are many 
locations in McHenry County.  

Sharps drop-off: Island Lake Police Department, 3720 Greenleaf Ave, Island Lake, or Wauconda Police 
Department, 311 S. Main St., Wauconda. 

Textiles: Please see the Goodwill listing on page 3 or visit www.USagain.com to find one of the many 
collection boxes available around the county. Environmental Defenders of McHenry County will also 
collect textiles at the county recycling drives. See page 20 for details. 

Tires: See page 10 for area collection options. There are fees for tire recycling. 

Frozen food boxes—not recyclable 
Paperboard boxes that were designed for 
freezer foods such as pizza and entrees 
contain a plastic polymer to protect it from 
freezer burn. This plastic prevents the box 
from breaking up in the recycling process. 
They are not recyclable or compostable.
(Thanks to Kane County Green Guide for this information)



2022 One Day Recycling Events Hosted  
by the McHenry County Dept  of Health 

April 9, 2022 Milkway Park, 300 Lawrence Rd, Harvard   
 Electronics Recycling 
 Document Shredding 
 Styrofoam, textiles, light bulbs($), batteries($) 
 

May 21, 2022 Chesak Elementary School 10910 Reed Rd, Lake in the Hills   
 Electronics Recycling 
 Styrofoam, textiles, light bulbs($), batteries($) 
 

June 18, 2022 Woodstock North High School, 3000 Raffel Rd, Woodstock   
 Document Shredding Only 
 
June 25, 2022 Prairie Ridge High School, 6000 Dvorak Dr, Crystal Lake   
 Household Hazardous Waste– PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED 
 

July 16, 2022 Woodstock North High School, 3000 Raffel Rd, Woodstock   
 Document Shredding Only 
 
August 20, 2022 McHenry County Department of Health, 667 Ware Rd, Woodstock   
 Document Shredding Only 
 
September 17, 2022 Woodstock North High School, 3000 Raffel Rd, Woodstock  
 Electronics Recycling 
 Document Shredding 
 Styrofoam, textiles, light bulbs($), batteries($) 
 

October 15 , 2022 McHenry county Courthouse, 2200 N Seminary Ave, Woodstock   
 Electronics Recycling 
 Document Shredding 
 Styrofoam, textiles, light bulbs($), batteries($) 
 
   Check Our Website for Additional Information www.mcdh.info 
($) Bulbs/tubes $0.50-$1.00 each 
($) Batteries $1.00 per lb for alkaline 

 McHenry County Department of Health, Division of Environmental Health      www.mcdh.info 
  OFFICE: McHenry County Admin. Bldg. MAIL: 2200 N. Seminary Avenue     EMAIL: Health@McHenryCountyIL.gov  
  667 Ware Road, Suite 110, Woodstock, Illinois     Woodstock, Illinois 60098                     P: 815-334-4585, F: 815-334-4637 


